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Additive may be a methane solution
THE“Summerof 22”willbe
rememberedformanyreasons justaswe
spentmuchof thisyear’sheatwave–at
least thoseof uswhowereoldenough–
reminiscingabout the“Summerof 76”,
whenriversalsorandryandreservoirs
becameseverelydepleted.
ItwasarealscorcherthisJulyand

againtoa lesserdegree, if you’ll forgive
thepun, inAugust.Farmersrushed
aheadwithharvestandalthoughgrain
qualitywasdowntherewereno
problemsgettingit intostoreapart from
somefield fires thatsawcombines
destroyed.
Climatechangehasbeenthebigdriver

behindweatherevents.Here, farmers
recognise that there’sworktodoto
reducetheindustry’scontributionto
emissionsbut if livestockfarmers
across theworldkept theirdairycattle to
ourproductionstandardstheglobal
herdcouldbereducedby70percent.
Anaturalpartof acow’sdayis

digestingwhat it’seatenandchewing
thecud,asitspopularlyknown,meaning
thecowregurgitatesballsof grass tobe
masticatedasecondtimeandindoingso
alsohiccupsaquantityof methane.
Workisgoingontoreducethisby

introducinganadditive to feedstuffs.
TheDutchmanufacturerof oneproduct
reckonsthat less thanateaspoonfulof

additivepercowperdaycanbringabout
amassivereductioninmethane.
Productionfacilitieswillbebuiltat the
company’splant inScotland–yet
anotherexampleof howscienceis

Global dairy herd could be reduced by 70 per cent if other countries adopted UK standards

helpingusmeetemissionsreduction
targets.
Butof possiblygreaterconcernfor

manylivestockfarmerswillbe the
immediatereductioninfeedstuffs

becausethedrysummermeantsilage
andhaystoredforwinterhadtobecome
summerfeed.Thediminishedstocks
wereunlikelytobereplenishedwitha
thirdcutunless thegrasshasmadea

spectacularrecovery.AsIwrite this it’s
toosoontoknow.
Already, farmingcharitiessuchas

ForageAid,setupin2013 tohelp farmers
inWalesandCumbriawithstock
trappedinsnowdrifts,areplanningfor
thiswinter. It involves farmerswith
surplus feedstockdonatingit to the
charity,orothers like it,andthen
hauliersmovingit free-of-chargeacross
countrytowhereit’sneeded.Withthe
amplerainthat fell inCumbriathis
summer, itmaybethat the lorrieswillbe
bringingfeedsouth.
Thechangeinweatherpatternswill

inevitably leadtoachangeinfarming
practices.Thehot,dryweather
conditionswhichmadethisyear’s
harvesteasyforarable farmerswill
maketheautumnandwinterdifficult
for livestockfarmers. If this is tobecome
thenormthenmore landwillbeusedto
growforagecropsinordertomeet that
demandandequilibriumwouldreturn.
Thedifficulty is thatmeteorologistsare
predictingmoreerraticandextreme
weatherconditionsahead.
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