
Tricky making the figures all add up
RISHISunakwantseveryonetodo
mathsuntil theyare18.Farmerswill tell
youthat theydomaths theirwhole lives
andit’salwaysdifficult tomakethe
sumsaddup.
All sortsof thingsget into theequation

inadditionto figures.Pythagorasnever
hadto factor intheweather, for instance,
althoughhis theoremdoescomein
usefulwhentriangulatingawkward
fieldshapes toworkoutanareatoputon
themultiplicityof DefraandNatural
Englandforms!
TheextremelywetMarchhasdeluged

thearable farmingcommunitywitha
fewheadachesbecauseitwasimpossible
togetonthe landtocultivateorsow.
Heavymachinesdestroysoil structure
whenit’s toowetso insteadmanywere
sat indoorshammeringawayon
calculatorsas theytried to figurea
balancebetweeninputcostsandwhat
theycanexpect toget fromthisyear’s
harvest.
Grainpriceshavebeenfalling fast

since lastyear’sspikecausedbythewar
inUkraineandtheshortages itbrought
toworldmarkets.Thosewhokept their
graininstoreareprobablywishingthey
off-loadeditearlierandthat theyhadn’t
bankedoncontinuedhighprices tohelp
offset thecostof fertilisers theyordered
forwardof deliveryathigherprices

thantheywouldpayif orderingnow.
Thebigpuzzlenowiswhat toput inthe

ground.Thereare lotsof relativelynew
“crop”namestoponder AB15,RP8,or
TE13maysoundlike tractormodel

Filling in forms and balancing the books all part of modern farming

numbersbut in fact theyarewaysof
managingthe landinorder toreceive
payment fornon-foodproductionvia
formfilling.Workingitoutdemands
knowledgeof squarerootsrather tap

roots.
So thebiggestpre-occupationof many

farmersandlandowners is thequestion:
“Should2023and2024beprimarily
aboutproducing foodorproducing

habitat?” Inreality theanswer for the
vastmajorityof British farmers,despite
what theTVandpressevangelical
conservationistswouldhaveyoubelieve,
is that ithasalwaysbeenaboutboth.
Yes farmers takepride inatrulyweed

freecropof winterwheat,but Ican
assureyouthat takethesameamountof
pride inthatcoveyof greypartridgesor
thesightof abarnowlhuntinga
hedgerow.
Paying farmers tocreatehabitatmay

seemstrangetosomepeople,but inmy
bookI thinkit is longoverdue, the
beautifulcountrysideof England’s
southerncountiesonly looksbeautiful
becausegenerationsof farmershave
takenpride inthat fieldof wheatand
thatbarnowlquartering itatduskto
catchthemice thatcandevastateacrop.
That’saprimeexampleof farmerand
natureworkingtogether that’soften
occurringyetseldomseeninourvast
ruralacreagesbyurbanvisitorsand
deskboundtractor jockeys.
– Kevin Prince has wide experience
of farming and rural business in
Hampshire, where he lives near
Andover, and as a director in the
Adkin consultancy. His family
also run a diversified farmwith
commercial lets, holiday cottages
and 800 arable acres.
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